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The increase was munly
from its intre-city mass tran-
sit trains, especinlly fn Lagos
which increased from three
w0 six trips daily

The NRC boss wis opti-
mistiec that the resusciation
of Lagos-Kann line would
further shore up NRC's rev-
enite substantially

NRC

sownshup to

Expand Operations

hiel Owperiting
Officer of
Carsownshup. Orby
Iwunwa Chukwuka,
has said that plans are ine
top gear 1o complete its
after-sales facilities.

Iwunwa who has a
decade plus experience in
automobile business. also
said  customers, who
acquire  vehicles  from
them, would be affered
the best incenlives and
tirst class after-sales back
up, “In addition. the cus-
tomer would be entitled to
“manufacturer’s warran-
iy, he said.

Chukwuka made the
assurance while conduct-
ing journalists round its
facility recently.

It can be recalled that
Carsownshup which
recently opened for busi-
ness on Victoria Island,
Lagos has uplifted the for-
tune of the group.

Despite being new, it is
gathered that the company

By Justina Okpanku

has  sold some units of
T-)f ota siblings

the same wvein,
Carsownshup Executive
Director. Prince Martins
Okorwurie, said the feed-
back so far received indi-
cated that the new compa-
ny has taken the right step,
which, according to him is
intended w protzct and
promote both the compa-
ny and its prospective cus-
tomers. Due to rapid
development, the compa-
ny would later expand its
network 0 Abuja . Pont
Harcourt , Kano and other
locations across the coun-

uy. :

Chukwuka said the
company has pul neces-
sary structures in place to
provide first class service
in order to meet the
demand of more cus-
tomers in 2008 and
beyond.
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* Marketing Manager of Pirelli Tyres, Mr Sunil Chhadha, receiving an ‘Award of Excellence' from Sector Commander, FRSC Mr
John Akolo as recognition of Pirelli's partnership with the commission to promaote safery on roads

The Economics of Road Accidents

s 2007 rolls 10 an end. yet

again, majority of people

are going to hit the road

1o make it 1o their various
destinations i time for the
Christmas and New Year holi-
days, Unionunately but truth-
fully, not all of us are going 1o
el there in one piece; but
before you scream, please
note! 1 am pot a prophet of
doom. The reality is that events
have shown that the rate of
nccidents tend 1o rise in the
yuletide period, which the
Federnl Road Safety
Commission. FRSC has
ndduced to be caused primarily
by, drunkenness, lack of road
discipline. tyre punctures.
blowouts, overloading, poorly
maintained vehicles, impa-
tience and bad roads amongst
athers.

Now, carefully consider
these statistics made availabic
hy the FRSC: 4.944 Nigerians
reportedly died in 9.114 road
accidents, while 17 3% sus-
tained injuries. In August 2007,
| D42 accident cases were
reported resulting in 473
deaths and 2246 injuries with

By Kayode Thomas

five children dead prematurely

However you want 10 look
at it. despite the dearth of daw.
statistics above is a very fair
and conservative representation
of accidents on our roads. The
fundamental question therefore
is: what can we genuinely do
to reduce these accidents on
our rosds?

One common feature to all
my varous business interests 1s
traveling. In other wonds, ! do
an awful lot of traveling. by air
and mostly by road. This
means, unlike the vast mujority
of people. | see a preater
amount of mcidents on our

%,
According to Charles

of the species or the biggest
which survive: it is the one
most responsive o change™,
Therefore we must as 4 matter
of urgency respond to change
in our attitude to driving on the
road. FRSC officials have con-
ceded that the most frequent
causes of accidents on our

mouds ane due largely to tyre
punctures. tyre Blowouts,
speed fimit violations and dan-
gerous dnving

A an entreprenenr myself, |
have considered the resulunt
effect of these acodents on our
businesses: it is cither your
mioss Joval and effective statf is
involved in any of these acci-
dents and therefore the person
becomes incapacitated. pro-
ductivity becomes Jow. and
ipso facto, retum on invest-
ment is affected. The truth s
that almost all motorists have
either expenienced a punciure
or know someune who has
experienced one, Stll, many
will never have one again: they
are deadd!! ! The FRSC states
that “about 80¢% of road acci-
dents in Nigera results directly
from bad tyres, tyre punctures
or blowouts: bad tyres, tyre
punctures or blowouts; 805!

In certain industries (manu-
facturmg. oil & gas. constric:
tion, mining. etc), safety is not
an option, Where | used to
work, safety was mandatory
and any one caught in an
unsafe act was instantly dis-

Indian Govt Urged to Waive Taxes on Intra-city Buses

uses used for pub-
lic transportation
in India could get
cheaper next vyear
if its Finance Ministry
were to dccepl a pro-

F)m‘al by the Urban
evelopment. Ministry
seeking doty waivers

fram the Centre
of buses used for publ
fansport

Hiowevar, the popos-

mments

shiire of

taxes imposed on the
buses used for intra-city
public transport.

“For Volvo buses, all
taxes and duties taken
together account for
about 30-35 per cent of
total  cost,”  official
sources said

The idea is to make
public  trunsp nrullc'ﬂ

cheaper whi -
ing the guali

Ministry

eils \|111 urban trans-
|‘. ridtion”

According 1o data

compiled 1:: Transport

Research Wing of Road
Transport Ministry, the

average age of
Government-owned bus
fleet for cities like
Ahmedabad (10.2
years), Chennai (8.47
vears) and Kolkata (6.38
vears) is on the higher
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Meanwhile.
Eleventh
Plan. the

PTrban

Development Ministry
has sought encouraging
investment in premium
bus systems. It has allo-
cated an investment of
Rs 38.000 crore in
“modern buses” during
the Five-Year Plan peri-
od.

In fact. the Urban
Development Munistry
has also started an exer-

tor standardise

of  buses e
for public
an 0 iImprin g
guatity of public tra
port
Stressing thut there is
an urgent aced to take

pro-ac t.‘ e

measures o
—L

port by running modern
city bus services, the
Ministry has called for
use of buses that are
ergonemically

designed., facilitate level
hourding and alighting,
have comfortable seat-
ing and suspension.
advanced passenger
infﬂl’[ﬂi”l”l] \\ sfam.
vehicle imformation
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musggd. Yes; dismissad In fact
we the SHE (saiety. bealth
and environment department)
that reguolates all safety pali-
cies, We called the depurtment
SHE wha must be obeved
Unfortunately. maotorists in aur
country have come to see safe-
ty as a chotee and this choce
could be between life and
death

However, m normal circum-
stances chotces should priman-
Iy not exist in cuses of life and
death, So the sole chowce there-
fore should be lite, which thus
entails safety. If the FRSC says
a major cause of accident is
tyre punciure, therefore the
only choice is fo take pood care
of our tyres. A revolutionary
produet that helps address this
mssue is: The ride-on tyre pro-
tection system, 4 product
known more for its safety fea-
tures than any of its many other
benefits,

We as Nigertans should
begin to rt:n]g-i‘ that because of
the uniguely terrible nature of
roads bequenthed on us, there
is the urgent need to see the
wisdom in protecting our tyres
and by inference, our lives. The
truth is that there is 1 huge
Presence of accidents on our
roads due to bad tyres, punc-
tures and blowouts: a huge
Presence of unwanted costs
and downtime i our opera-
tions and now a huge Presence
of a tried AND tesied AND
proven product now in our
country. Which would we
rather have?

The world of Ride-om tvre
privtection is o world whene
punctures and blowouts ane

e i



